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It was under Elizabeth that England made her
final decision, with its vast results. We can perhaps
see things more freshly if we look at the matter
from the outside and see what Rome and the
great European powers thought. At first they
must have believed England was weakened by
having Elizabeth as ruler. Her title to the throne
was doubtful; she had no relations on any of the
thrones of Europe; she was a solitary woman.
Either she could be won to Rome by marriage
with a Catholic prince, or she could be removed
and Mary Stuart take her place. The matter
would be easy and was worth doing, though Eng-
land did not rank as an important power.
But all these calculations had turned out to be
wrong. This Queen not only kept her throne,
she went her own way. She did not marry;
she set up her own church; she was not to be
won over, nor was it as easy as it had looked to
get rid of her. Worse indeed, she showed de-
plorable skill in upsetting other plans; she became
more and more of a nuisance.
The Kings of France and Spain found her
tiresome enough as a political person. The Pope
took things even mpre seriously. He was con-
cerned with the souls of men, and the souls of
Englishmen were increasingly in danger. He must
stir up the forces of Catholicism, and England must
be brought back.
Of Elizabeth herself he had no hopes. Her
religious views are really hardly known to us, for